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Ere we commence the task of criticism, we wish most 
strongly to impress upon our readers, that our observations 
are wholly uninfuenced by private feelings, which instead of 
promoting, would if exercised in thiscause degrade and injure 
the public capacity we have assumed ; quite unconnected either 
by ties or circumstances, with the individuals we have presu- 
med to criticise, our remarks proceed only from our judg- 
ments ; if they sometimes are severe, tis from the necessity 
we feel of discharging with candour the duty .we owe te a 
high tribunal, Weknow not a nobler, nor to mankind a more 
beneficial profession than is the Stage, when reared on the 
foundation of its true merits; but where its efforts 2r¢ direet- 
od to the cultivation of a Aecesent and puerile taste, the man 
uv e. cach COMeér preserves our boots from being soiled, is of 
society a more useful member, than he who plays the monkey 
for our childrenssport. We lastnight visited Drury-lane, we can 
only observe on the chief performance that the EYE was never 
before so dazzled; the principal actors, the Horses, per- 
formed their parts with more skill than we have seen display- 
ed by many of their rational relations. The master Tailor 
merits every eulogium which can be bestowed on him, and in- 
deed, we think he may with much modesty aspire to a pedestal, 
by Shakspeare’s side over theportico. To the Drill Sergeant 
also much praise is due, and we should be guilty of real in- 
gratitude, were we not to yield our obligations to that im- 
portant and distinguished member of the Theatre, the mecha- 
nist—in a few words to the Horses, their more enlightened 
masters.— Tailors,—Carpenters,—Scene-painters,—Shifters 
Sergeants.-Property-men and Mc 
Drama, offer in the names of all 
from Shakspeare to Sheridan, fr¢ 
our best than ks for the intellectual ymenis they have for 
the last month or six weeks afford at the Theatre Royal, 
Drury-lane! We really sigh when we reflect on what the 
Stage may shortly become ; when this great national Theatre 
is being converted into a School for Scene-painters, Tailors, 
and the training of Theatrical Horsemen. We thought 
while viewing this gorgeous pageant we beheld the Genius of 
the Stage cast her drooping eyes on the surrounding show, 
heave a last sigh and quit the sickening scene: well may there 
be a dearth of Authors—would my Lord Byron write for the 





inists, we, as levers of the 








writers and actors, 
nderson to Garrick, 














Arye uvters a rear, That Kolla is urging him to dishonour, 
Mr. Young started back with dignity and indignation, and 
questioned ‘if ever Rolla counseled dishonour 7. we think 
that Rolla, though a highly romantic character, was at this 
moment too much absorbed in the idea of saving his friend, 
to feel suck indignation at an observation made under such 
circumstances, and a mind of so fine a texture, could not fee! 
itself entirely free from the imputation, when he afterwards 
appeals to heaven for pardon for his decé ption. We think 
also, that on Alonzo’s quitting the cayern, his friend would 
have been too breathless between hope and fear to expréss 
the course of Alonzo's escape learly and strongly ; but 
there were some so beautifully 
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natural touches in Mr. Y’S 


acting, that they rose above the very thought of criticism. 
Miss Foot looked interesting in Cora, though she failed to 

produce that effect: which the varying tendernesses of the fe- 

male heart so finely delineated in the character, might have 
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Stage, to hear his praises coupled with those of Horses, Tai- 
éors and Painters but farewell tothe Drama since our great 
national Theatres are the mere stock in trade of ‘Theatrical 
speculators. 

_ The House was exceedingly full. 


HAY-MARIZET. 

Tue representation, lastnight, at this Theatre of the play 
of Match Breaking, confirmed us in the opinion we had pre- 
viously formed of how much its success was owing to the 
efforts and peculiar style of Mr acting, Mr Oxberry, 
last night sustained the charac yman, and altho’ this 
Gentleman exerted himself to supply the deficiency oceasi- 
oned by Mr. J’s absence, the proportion which the part in 
his hands contributed to the general effect, as well as the in- 
dividual feeling it excited, were far different from those pro- 
duced on a previous occasion. Mr. Oxberry is a man of abi- 
lities, possessing a perfect knowledge of the stage (an in- 
formation absolutely necessary for a performer in his line of 
the profession.) yet still his talents and peculiarities are not 
of that gencre! descripiion, which will obtain for hiz: much 
more than toleration out of a écricin walk: there is now and 
then a quaintness in his acting which is pleasing, but wo 
often the pleasure is destroyed by a vulgarity of manner, and 
#N overstrained efiort to produce effect. His acting in the 
Interlude pleased us mueh, and in such characters as this, we 
think this Gentleman appears to most advantage. We feel 
very desirous of seeing Mr. Decamp in a part suited to him, 
as we do not wish to exercise our judgments too hastily. 
Mrs, Baker sustained in the play a made character, why this 
should be we know not, we cannot impute it to the poverty of 
the Theatre ; and as to any other cause, we beg to assure the 
Managers, that however ovell this lady played the youth, such 
transformations contribute little to the respectability of the 
profession, or of the individuals. The entertainments con- 
cluded with Match Making, which we were much pleased 
with, and though the characters are rather inconsistent, they 
were well sustained, and produced a good effect. We admire 
Mr. Terry’s Matchem, though we wish he had not introduced 
some jckes (a-l2 Munden) which ill corresponded with the for- 
mer geotleman’s hard style of acting. 

Previous to the commencement of the performance, Mr. Ba- 
ker came forward to apologize for a mistake in the bills ; they 
announced Match Making as the first entertainment, instead of 
The Agreeable Surprize ; but some of the performers in the 
latter piece conceiving that the pieces were to be represented 
as announced, were not in the Theatre, which occasioned a 
delay of nearly halfan hour. Why, (rather than inconvenience 
the aucience) did they aot perform the entertainments as an~ 
nounce 2? 
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CowsSlip......ccceceseoeeee Mrs. TAY LEURE. : 
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t 6 o’ Clock, and the Performance to begin at 7. 
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Covent Garde. 


This Evening will be Performed the Tragic Play of 


PIZARRO. 
PERUVIANS. 
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cela Mr. COMER. 
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I Sac eter alcaainte ea wn eteatuesares Mr. LOUIS. 
Pn. A. Sed yeu eka eeelne we t.a5 Mr. O'BRIEN. 
PRs acaeenwec Re ee Mr. VEDY. 
Sentinel....... a divcw 0.v5 500 apec'ees SMe a ama aen, 
Elvira..... Se eT ee , SRR see FAUCIT. 


To which will be he Farce of 


THE IRISH WIDOW. 
St. Patrick O’Neale...... sees es ‘ONNER. 
Whittle... ..ccccocesercoes pisen wos M lr. EMERY. 
Nephew, ccvccccccccccccserccceces _ . COMER. 
Bates..... seveniesess seoesessseuiepba - % APMAN, 
Kecksey..ccoccccseccseees rae . FARREN, 
Thomas...... paseaees Sen IE! Mr. 9 ANC HARD. 
The Widow Brady, (with the Epilogue song) by a 
YOUNG LADY, 
(Being her first appearance on this Stage.) 
Doors will be opened at half past 6, the Play to begin at 7. 
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Theatre Roypal, val, Bay Hlarket. 


This Evening will be gen: a@ new Comedy, in 8 Acts, 
interspersed with Muste, called 


MATCH-BREAKING; 
Or, the Prince’s Present. 


With New Scenery, Dresses, &c. Principal Characters. 


Mr. OXBERRY, 


Mr. TERRY. Mrs. BAKER. 
Mr. DE CAMP. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. YOUNGER. 
Mr. HAMMOND. 
Mr. C. JONES, and Mr. COVENEY. 
Mrs. CHATTERLEY. 
Mrs. PEARCE, and Miss R. CORRI. 









After which a New Comic Piece, in One Act, call’d 


MATCH- MAKING. 
Te ~ 
« saucipal Characters” : 
Mr BAKER. Mr. OXBERRY. 
Mr. DECA MP. Mr. TERRY. 
And Mrs. CHATTERLEY. 


After which (6th time at this Theatre) an Opera in 3 acts, cali’d 


TOM THUMB. ‘ 


King Arthor........Mr. J. RUSSELL. s 
The Ghost. .. Mr. EBSWORTH. ‘ 
Lord Grizzle., »eree.-Mre TAYLEURE. 

SS ctaiade ana oie Mr. WILLIAMS. 

Nogdle..............Mr. HAMMOND. 

Tom Thumb........ Miss G. CARR. 

Queen Dolladolla. ....Mrs. JONES. 

Huncamunca........ Mrs. COVENEY. ¥ 
Gimdalda...........Mr. BROUGH. ; 
Frizzaletta..:.......Miss SMITH. 

Plumante...........Mrs. KENDALL. 4 


Doors open at 6 o’Clock, and the Performance to begin at 7. 


Printed by k. THOMAS, Denmark-Court, Exeter-’ Change. 
Who has it served, at an early howr, each morning, at the 
houses of those who favor him with their orders. 
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